THE   FIRST  KNOWN   MEDICAL   MEN
Imhotep, at Memphis, Thebes, and Philae.1 There and elsewhere
Imhotep was worshipped, and there is reason to believe that the
practice of incubation, or temple-sleep (see p, 43), was followed
in Egypt as in Greece. Of those three temples only one survived,
on the island of Philae, far up the Nile, but this has been sub-
merged since the construction of the great dam at Assuan close
by. It was a fine specimen of Egyptian architecture,
Imhotep is buried near the city of Memphis, but his tomb
has not yet been found. Perhaps one day it may be discovered,
and the claim for recognition of this great sage as " the first
known medical man " may thus be substantiated.
The Medical Literature of Ancient Egypt
Mention has been made of the invention of writing, and of
the use of papyrus in ancient Egypt,2 so that it might be expected
that a study of the existing papyri would yield full information
regarding the medical knowledge of the time. Such an expecta-
tion has not been fulfilled as yet. The available papyri are mere
fragments of a great literature which began with the so-called
Hermetic books of the god Thoth. Those books, thirty-two in
number, of which six dealt with medicine, were kept for reference
in the temples and were carried in the sacred processions. All
of them have been lost, although the medical papyri which are
still available appear to have been compiled from those earlier
lost works.3 So highly were the Hermetic books esteemed that
no blame was incurred if the patient died, so long as the physicians
adhered closely to their teaching. If, however, the physician
departed in the least from the accredited methods of treatment,
and the case ended fatally, his own life was forfeited* Thus
the Egyptian code of medical ethics meted out punishments
for malpractices even more severe than those of the Babylonian
code.
It is perhaps unfair to judge the condition of medicine in
ancient Egypt from the papyri at our disposal, as these contain,
for the most part, merely a series of notes and abstracts from the
lost Hermetic books. Nevertheless they contain much informa-
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